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Lucknow: A guava variety devel-
oped by the Central Institute for
Subtropical Horticulture (CISH),
Lucknow, has emerged as the
most popular commercial variety.
Known as Lucknow-49, it has been
grown successfully by farmers in
Thiruchirapalli with the help of
Tamil Nadu Agricultural Univer-
sity Horticulture College for
Women and Research Institute.
More than 20 tonnes of Luck-
now-49 guava has been grown this
season, which is set to give a
thrust to commercial guava culti-
vation in the country.

“The outcome is overwhelm-
ing,” said A Nithya Devi who did
the research and mobilised farm-
ers to participate in the cultiva-
tion. “We are the only place in In-
dia to have grown Lucknow-49 and
proved its potential,” she added.

Devi attributed the success of
Lucknow-49 to adoption of high
density plantation techniques
like appropriate plant density, ca-
nopy management, quality plant-
ing material, support and man-
agement system with appropriate
inputs. “The farmers were ex-
posed to these scientific cultiva-

tion practices in a systematic
manner through training and
demonstrations,” she said.

Besides yield, the other advan-
tage of Lucknow-49 is that it can
be grown on sodic and marginal
land. “Not just Lucknow-49, guava
in general is tolerant to sodic soil.
Hence guava can be recommend-
ed for sodic soil to increase the
ground cover in India. The advan-
tage with Lucknow-49 is that it
can give more yield than expect-
ed,” said Devi.

On Lucknow-49’s potential in

commercial plantation, Devi aid,
“Our research began in 2009 and
we have tested other varieties like
Lucknow-47, Allahabadi safeda
and Banarasi but none could
match this one.” 

The project was a maiden at-
tempt to bring the value chain
through scheme, ‘A value chain on
mango and guava for domestic
and export markets’, funded by
the National Agriculture Innova-
tion Project and implemented by
the Indian Council for Agricultu-
ral Research.

CISH guava is country’s 
best commercial variety 

Shailvee.Sharda@timesgroup.com

The Lucknow-49 variety has been grown successfully by farmers in Tamil Nadu too

On Monday, minutes before the
‘Manufacturing Process’ pa-
per was to begin, university

authorities instructed colleges to dis-
tribute a second set of the question
paper. When contacted, the VC de-
nied any paper leak on Monday. 

“Though changing the question
paper set barely a few minutes before

the exam is not standard
practice, it was done to

check our own system.
It may be a part of
some strategy of

the examination
department,” he
said.

Controller of

examination (COE) B N Mishra, how-
ever, told TOI that change in set of
question paper is as per the standard
practice. “It is done to maintain confi-
dentiality in exam,’’ said Mishra.

Meanwhile, university author-
ities on Monday stopped a whistle-
blower from appearing in the exam-
ination. BTech second semester
student Rajat Shivhare who in-
formed the university vice-chancel-
lor and controller of examination
about the paper leak of May 29 was
asked not to appear for the exam on
Monday. “I was stopped from enter-
ing the examination hall five minutes
before the exam was to begin,’’ said
Rajat. Following the incident, the stu-
dent submitted a written complaint
to the COE.

Whistleblower stopped
from taking examination
�Continued from P 1

Lucknow: A 19-year-old girl
committed suicide at her sis-
ter’s residence in PGI area
here on Monday. Identified as
Sadhna, a BA third year stu-
dent, the girl had come to her
sister’s house in Vrindawan
Colony along with her mother
a week ago. On Monday after-
noon, Sadhna locked herself
inside a room and did not come
out even after being called.

She was found hanging
from the ceiling fan. Accord-
ing to police, the girl lived with
her family and was mentally
challenged. Police have sent
the body for postmortem.

Minor girl found hanging in
Madiaon: A 16-year-old girl
was found hanging at her resi-
dence in Madiaon on Monday.
Identified as Meenu Singh, she
lived with her mother and
younger brother.

According to Meenu’s
mother Shyamkali, the girl
was found hanging by her
brother from the ceiling of the
room. Class VII student Meenu
did not leave any suicide note. 

19-year-old
girl ends life
by hanging
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Exhibition
Strokes: A 
solo art 
exhibition by 
Priyanka 
Gupta at UP State Lalit 
Kala Akademi, Lal
Baradari Bhawan, 
near high court, 
Kaiserbagh | 5.30pm

Cultural
Bharatanatyam recital: 
Based on Lord Krishna, 
Padma awardee Saroja 
Vaidyanathan to 
perform. Rai Umanath 
Bali auditorium, 
Kaiserbagh | 7pm

Meet
Honour roll:
Poet meet & 
felicitation 
ceremony 
organized by Varishthajan 
Samajik Sanstha. 
Malviya Nagar Colony, 
Aishbagh | 7.30pm

➤ Vehicles coming from Sitapur Road 
and Madioan would not be able to go 
towards Pucca Pull from   Daliganj
crossing. They would be directed 
towards Nirala Nagar

➤ Roadways buses from Qaiserbagh 
would not be able to go towards 
Daliganj and Shahmina Road, they 
would be diverted towards IT crossing

➤ Private vehicles coming towards 
Shahmina trisection and Pucca pull 
from Qaiserbagh and Chowk would be 
directed towards IT crossing

➤ Traffic from Koneshwar Crossing
would not be able to go towards 
Neebu Park

➤ Four-wheeler entry from Naka 
Hindola crossing towards Aishbagh 
flyover would be banned 

➤ Four-wheelers from Haiderganj
trisection would not be allowed towards 
Aishbagh flyover

➤ Heavy vehicles from Station Road
and Kanpur Road towards Mavaiya and 

Aishbagh mill area would be directed 
towards Alambagh and Charbagh

➤ Private vehicles coming from Hardoi 
towards Dubagga trisection and 
Balaganj would be directed towards 
Budheshwar and Sitapur Road

➤ Entry of four-wheelers to Naka 
Hindola crossing towards Aishbagh 
flyover would be banned and 
commuters would take Rakabganj 
flyover via Natha, Mavaiya

➤ Heavy vehicles coming from 
Aishbagh mill area via Langda Fatak 
would be directed towards Barabirwa

TRAFFIC DIVERSIONS TODAY
Owing to the festival of Shab-e-Bara’at on Tuesday, traffic restrictions will be 
enforced in parts of the city, 5pm onwards

A
s Lucknow is a city known for its heritage, protecting that is 
valuable for its citizens. This group of  enthusiastic students pre-
sented a model to not only preserve the heritage but also make it 
a cultural and architectural delight. To begin with, the students 

proposed installation of  control smoke precipitators on dividers (particu-
larly near Rumi Darwaza) that will convert carbon output from automo-
biles into ash so as to limit air pollution. The students came up with an 
idea of  renovating ‘dhobi-ghat’ which can be then converted into a boating 
terminal. This way, boating would even be used as a mode of  transporta-
tion. The team also recommended a green belt on the banks of  the river 

Gomti by planting four types of  trees — peepal, gulmohar, fi g, 
and arjuna. These trees would help let out oxygen in the 

river. To protect historical monuments, the students 
suggested that the Bada Imambara stretch be made 

no-vehicle zone. All upcoming buildings, they said, 
must have place for either a botanical or roof-top 

gardening.

w

F
or these seven boys, there was no sum-
mer vacation. “There was not a single 
student in the school. But we came to 
school like normal days. The best part 

was that we could shout or roam freely any-
where on the campus. For a moment, we felt 
like the kings,” said the boys.

When it was the time to come up with an 
idea, the boys said they were reminded of  a 
report by World Bank, which read all major 
cities in India will run dry within two decades. 

“The gross mismanagement of  water resources 
intensifi ed our research. And within minutes, we 
were sure we would work on water management,” 
said Mukul Yadav, the team leader who thanked 
their teacher RK Mitra for his support. 
Sumit Chatterjee, a member, said, “We 
wanted a specifi c type of  motor used only 
in aquariums. We visited scores of  shops 
but everybody 
gave us motors 
which were too 
big to be used 
in our model. 
After days of  
searching, we 
found it.”

Compiled by 
L a v a n y a 
Singh

A
ddressing the issue of  water scarcity, a group of  students pre-
sented a model that envisaged zero wastage of  water. They 
proposed collecting rain water from houses as well as waste 
water (used in households for kitchen and bathing purposes) 

and store it in an underground reservoir. The water stored in the un-
derwater reservoir is used for drip irrigation, an irrigation method that 
saves water and fertilizer by allowing water to drip slowly to the roots 
of  plants (planted on both sides of  the roads) either onto the soil surface 
or directly onto the root zone, through a network of  valves, pipes, tub-
ing, and emitters. The students said the water from the underground 
reservoir would be sent to an RO purifying plant which will be set up 
in the vicinity of  the reservoir. This way, citizens will get fresh and 

pure water for drinking, cleaning and other domestic 
purposes. The model would work well in cooperative 
societies and colonies. 

W
hen these fi ve friends were told 
to make a model for a green Luc-
know, they thought it as the per-
fect time to enjoy holidays. 

“It was the best excuse to hang out with 
friends, and our parents would not say no,” 
said Shresth Srivastava, the team leader. But, 
soon after they started working, their plan took 
a different shape. All of  them worked with such 
diligence that they forgot to check their phones 
and missed their lunch only to reinvent Luc-
know into a cleaner and more sustainable city.

“We gathered information from various 
sources, called our teachers, particularly 
our biology teacher Ms Gauri Mishra, 
to support us. When the model was 
ready, we were sure of  at least be-
ing a part of  the competition, 
having the least idea of  being 
shortlisted to the top fi ve,” said 
Shivaker, who ideated the use 
of  the electric pumps to in-
crease fl ow in river Gomti.

Despite summer vacation, 
these students would come 
to school everyday and work 
on their model. Now that they 
will be presenting their model 
before the chief  minister, the 
excitement has doubled. “We 
feel there is somebody to 
listen to us. Our voice is be-
ing heard,” said Shresth.

An excellent and brilliant idea to provide clean 
and safe sustainable drinking water 

in a smart urban centre. It also provides 
techniques for rain water harvesting 
which can be used as a supplement 
to groundwater and drip irrigation for 
management of water
Dhruv Sen Singh | GREEN PARLIAMENT JUDGE

The best part of this model was that students 
had identifi ed a specifi c area in old 

Lucknow which requires a green overhaul. 
The project had holistic approach which 
encompasses creating a no-vehicle zone 
near Bada Imambara and tackling sound 
and air pollution around monuments
Amrita Dass | GREEN PARLIAMENT JUDGE

And the winning ideas...

SMS | To vote for your favourite idea, 
SMS TOILGL<space>voting code to 58888

Facebook | Log on to our Facebook page at www.fb.com/TOILucknow. Hit 
‘Like’ on your favourite idea. Shares and comments won’t be counted as votes

Twitter | Check out the ideas on our Twitter handle — 
@TOILucknow — and “retweet” or “favourite” the idea you like

VOTE 
YOUR PICK
Our judges may have selected the top 6 entries for Green Parliament. But you can pick your favourite team by voting. Eg. for vote through SMS | If you want to vote for idea with voting code A, SMS TOILGL<space>A to 58888. Codes on Pg 4 of edition dated May 30 

Saurabh Yadav, Sumit Chatterjee, Mukul Yadav, Shekhar 
Raman, Shivam Upadhyay, Shivanker Singh, Dhruv SrivastavaMONTFORT INTER COLLEGEShreshth Srivastava, Shivaker Singh, Jitendra Srivastava, 

Ayaaz Ahmed, Anirudh  BhartiRLB CHINHAT

‘We feel our voice is being heard’ Fun start followed by serious work
It’s a wonderful initiative where students from 
different schools showcased their 

talent. I was amazed to see innovative ideas 
of the students who are keen on making 
Lucknow a smart and ideal city. I hope the 
government incorporates a few of them in its 
policy for the city
JP Singh | FOUNDER-MANAGER, RLB MEMORIAL SCHOOL

I am extremely delighted to see our students 
in the top fi ve. Their idea of tackling 

the issue of water scarcity is no doubt 
unique. I thank TOI for providing the 
opportunity to the young, bright minds 
to make Lucknow green and clean. I look 
forward to many such green events
Br. Joy Thomas | PRINCIPAL, MONTFORT INTER COLLEGE

This one for our heritage Valuing every drop of water

 Water is sent to this purifying unit to 
be used for drinking and other domestic 

purposes

 Water stored in underground reservoir used 
for drip irrigation on the sides of the roads

 Underground water reservoir for 
collecting rain water and waste water

 No-vehicle zone near Rumi Darwaza

 Renovating dhobi-ghat, 
converting it into a boating 
terminal. Boating to be used as a 
mode of transportation

 Installation 
of control 
smoke 
precipitators 
on dividers 
to limit air 
pollution

TOI takes a peep into the models, and the 
minds of students who made them. Today, 
we present the two tied at the 5th spot

 Trees along the banks of the Gomti 
will let out oxygen into the river

THE TEAMS

Compiled by 
A k a n k s h a 
Srivastava


